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Our focus

The Venture Capital Strategic Business Unit (SBU) is headed by Christo Fourie. The SBU focuses specifically on technology-driven businesses in the very early seed or start-up phases of their development.  The products or services being developed should be commercially viable and should present a unique solution to an existing, identified market need.

The VC SBU focuses, inter alia, on investments in the following technology-based industries:
· Information technology (mainly software development, e.g. for financial, accounting, healthcare, communications and other industries);

· E-commerce (software and hardware applications);

· Telecommunications (software and hardware applications in mobile, fixed-line, satellite and virtual communications networks);

· Electronics (e.g. in the hi-tech security industry and medical devices);

· New ICT technologies;

· Specialist engineering products (e.g. automotive industry applications, production systems);

· Financial services;

· Mining technology;

· Other selective technologies (e.g. chemistry, biotechnology).

Finance is provided as risk sharing equity contributions, with IDC acquiring a significant minority shareholding in the business in line with the risk assumed by IDC. 

Who should apply for finance

Entrepreneurs or small and medium businesses in the process of development and commercialisation of a unique, commercially viable technology, product or service requiring equity finance to complete the development and commercialisation of the product to the point where successful commercial traction is achieved, should contact the VC SBU.  Applicants should be prepared for IDC to acquire a significant minority equity stake in the business to allow IDC to share in potential upside in the business, thus compensating IDC for the high risk assumed in the venture.

How to apply for finance

Click here for more information on the application process and funding criteria.

Who to contact

For more information on the Venture Capital Strategic Business Unit, please click here to contact us or call us on 086 069 3888 or + 2711 269 3731 . Alternatively, email our call centre at callcentre@idc.co.za
Venture Capital

Resource sector / Venture Capital / How to apply for finance 

Application requirements 

Applicants should submit a full business plan to IDC for consideration, including:

· description of the technology, product or service, 

· analysis of the target market including competitive forces within the market and the specific competitive advantages of the product or service being offered, 

· financial analysis of the business comprising projected balance sheets, income statements and cash flow statements for at least three to five years,

· details of the members of management and the product development team, and

· other information deemed necessary to properly evaluate the project.

Click here for more information on how to write a business plan. 

A minimum investment of R1 million is targeted as first-round finance for a seed-stage business, which may be augmented with further funding rounds should the business idea, product development and market analysis indicate commercial viability.

The maximum investment, including all the various funding rounds that may need to be supported, is targeted at R30 million.  The initial investment size will not exceed R15 million to allow for follow-on funding to businesses where initial success has been proven.

Who to contact

For more information on the Venture Capital Strategic Business Unit, please click here to contact us or call us on 086 069 3888 or + 2711 269 3731 . Alternatively, email our call centre at callcentre@idc.co.za
